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agency decisionmaking. To implement
these requirements the Council shall:

(1) Consider all relevant environ-
mental documents in evaluating pro-
posals for action;

(2) Ensure that all relevant environ-
mental documents, comments, and re-
sponses accompany the proposal
through internal Council review proc-
esses;

(3) Consider only those alternatives
encompassed by the range of alter-
natives discussed in the relevant envi-
ronmental documents when evaluating
proposals for the Council action; and,
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(4) Where an environmental impact
statement (EIS) has been prepared con-
sider the specific alternative analyzed
in the EIS when evaluating the pro-
posal which is the subject of the EIS.

(b) For each of the Council’s prin-
cipal activities covered by NEPA, the
following chart identifies the point at
which the NEPA process begins, the
point at which it ends, and the key of-
ficials required to consider environ-
mental documents in their decision-
making.

Key officials required to con-

Activity

Start of NEPA process

Completion of NEPA process

sider environmental docu-
ments

Recommendations for legisla-
tion.
Regulations and procedures ...

During staff formulation of
proposal.

Prior to publication of draft
regulations in FEDERAL

Prior to submission to Con-
gress or OMB.

Prior to publication of final
regulations in FEDERAL

Executive Director and full
Council, as appropriate.
Executive Director and full
Council as appropriate.

REGISTER.
Policy recommendations ......... During staff formulation of
proposal.

REGISTER.
Prior to adoption by full Coun- | Executive Director and full
cil or Executive Director. Council, as appropriate.

§805.5 Typical classes of action.

(a) Section 1507.3(c)(2) (40 CFR
1507.3(c)(2)) in conjunction with §1508.4
requires agencies to establish three
typical classes of action for similar
treatment under NEPA: actions nor-
mally requiring EIS; actions normally
requiring assessments but not nec-
essarily EISs; and actions normally not
requiring assessments or EISs. Each of
the covered categories of Council ac-
tions generally falls within the second
category, normally requiring an assess-
ment but not necessarily an EIS.

(b) The Council shall independently
determine whether an EIS or an envi-
ronmental assessment is required
where:

(1) A proposal for Council action is
not covered by one of the typical class-
es of action above; or

(2) For actions which are covered, the
presence of extraordinary cir-
cumstances indicates that some other
level of environmental review may be
appropriate.

§805.6 Interagency cooperation.

The Council shall consult with appro-
priate Federal and non-Federal agen-
cies and with interested private per-
sons and organizations when it is con-

sidering actions involving such parties
and requiring environmental assess-
ments. Where other Federal agencies
are involved in the proposed action, the
Council shall cooperate in the required
environmental assessment and the
preparation of necessary environ-
mental documents. Where appropriate
as determined by the nature and extent
of Council involvement in the proposed
action, the Council shall assume the
status of lead agency.

§805.7 Environmental information.

Interested persons may contact the
Executive Director for information re-
garding the Council’s compliance with
NEPA.

PART 8 10—FREEDOM OF
INFORMATION ACT REGULATIONS
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AUTHORITY: Pub. L. 89-665, 80 Stat. 915 (16
U.S.C. 470) as amended by Pub. L. 91-243,
Pub. L. 93-54, Pub. L. 94-422, Pub. L. 94-458,
Pub. L. 96-199, Pub. L. 96-244, Pub. L. 96-515.
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